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• In June/July 2017 I become IFE 
International President. 

 

• I believe that I am the first fire scientist to 
become IP. 

 

• No one will be surprised to hear that I 
want to do things differently for my year! 



A bit about the IFE 

Membership approx. 10,000 

UK = 5,500 -  Overseas = 4,500 

 

 
 
 

 

IFE International Board 

UK Membership Overseas Membership 

UK Branches Overseas Branches 

IFE International General Assembly (IGA) 
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The IFE’s Mission (from 1918) 

 

To promote, encourage and improve the 
science and practice of fire extinction, fire 
prevention and fire engineering, and all 
operations and expedients connected 
therewith, and to give an impulse to ideas 
likely to be useful in connection with or in 
relation to such science and practice to the 
members of the Institution and the 
community at large. 
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The IFE 
                                                                                                                              
A charity managed for fire professionals by fire professionals, with 
the aim of promoting, encouraging and improving the science, 
practice and professionalism of fire engineering. 

Our vision 

A global organisation of fire professionals striving to build a safer 
society. 

Our mission 

To promote, encourage and improve the science, practice and 
professionalism of fire engineering. 

Our values 

Inclusivity, professionalism, value, learning, responsibility, 

independence and openness. 

 



Facts and figures 2016 

• Almost 10,000 members across the world 

• Almost 3,000 MIFireE members 

• Over 500 FIFireE members 

• Over 1,000 Affiliate members 

• Active LinkedIn group – over 2,500 individuals 

• Over 500 Engineering Council registrants 

• Almost 200 registered Fire Risk Assessors in the UK 

• 110 exam centres across the world 

• Over 7,000 IFE papers being sat globally 

• Turnover exceeded £1million for last 3 years 
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The role of the International President 

 
 
 

 

• A “Figurehead” 

• Ambassador 

• Leading the Mission 

• Encouraging Branches 

• Separate from Chairman or Chief 
Executive 



IP Visits 
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To seek to rectify the fact that, despite an 

IFE membership in around 60 different 

countries (and around 20 non-UK 

Branches), less than a half of these are 

represented at our AGM or the IGA.  
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To seek to rectify the fact that, despite an 

IFE membership in around 60 different 

countries (and around 20 non-UK 

Branches), less than a half of these are 

represented at our AGM or the IGA.  

 

To seek to ensure that the knowledge held 

by our members is disseminated to those 

Branches that need help. 



My intention 

 
 
 

 



Outline programme 

 

 
 
 

 

Day 1 am - Icebreaker, objectives, outcomes.   

Day 1 - Workshop 1:  what are your real fire safety 

problems? 

Day 1 pm - Plenary: findings and discussion.   

Day 1 pm - Preparation for Day 2. 

Day 2 am - Workshop:  what are the solutions to 

your fire safety problems? 

Day 2 pm - Plenary: findings and discussion.   

Day 2 pm - Wash up.  What happens next?  How do 

we develop this opportunity? 
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What are the fire problems in each country? 

 

• Do we already have solutions?  What are they? 

 

• What new knowledge is needed?  How might it be 

obtained? 

 

• How do we ensure knowledge is shared and 

exchanged? 

 



Topics to explore•  

 
 
 

 

What is actually happening: 

• Actual causes of death and injury from fire, and 

how these compare with other causes of death 

and injury. 

• Actual fire losses; financial, business, historical, 

cultural, environmental, social, educational – and 

how non-financial fires losses might be quantified. 

• Actual risks of death and injury from fire, and how 

these compare with other risks of death and injury 

(trips, falls, disease, car accidents, tsunamis, 

volcanos, meteorites, etc.) 



Topics to explore•  

 
 
 

 

What is actually 

happening? 

CTIF World fire statistics 2016  
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Topics to explore 

 
 

 
 

 

• New and evolving risks: pollution, contagion, 

extreme weather, food shortages, terrorism, 

etc... 



Topics to explore 

 
 

 
 

 

• Quality in construction; the role of regulations, 

inspection, maintenance. 
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fire engineering, the fire industry etc. 
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• The impact of changing 

societies on the fire service, 

fire engineering, the fire 

industry etc. 
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• The impact of changing 

demographics (e.g. aging 

population, obesity) on the 

fire service, fire engineering, 

the fire industry etc. 



Topics to explore 

 
 

 
 

 

• The impact of new 

technologies on the fire 

service, fire engineering, 

the fire industry etc. 

With the permission of Bodo Wolters 
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• The impact of 

new construction 

technologies on 

the fire service, 

fire engineering, 

the fire industry 

etc. 



Topics to explore 

 

 

 
 
 

 

• The role of IFE in training (for 

the fire industry) and 

education (for the public)?   

• Should the IFE have a public 

education programme?   

• Or via links with other 

professional engineering 

institutions, fire organisations,  

etc. 

• Should the IFE have a 

children's education 

programme?   
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• Identify research needs. 

 

• Facilitate research. 

 

• Disseminate knowledge. 

 

• Exploit our International reach – in 

particular to help countries that need 

help. 

 

• Determine the future role of the IFE. 



IFE Centenary October 2018 

  

 
 
 

 

• A party with a purpose! 

 

• ‘Saving Children from Fire’.  

 

• Intended to use the momentum of the event 

(publicity etc) to raise fire awareness in young 

people, and an understanding of fire risks and fire 

prevention. 
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• Celebrations will track around the world from New 

Zealand to Scotland and will be recorded by video 

and transmitted to the Conference and 

celebrations by satellite/skype. All Branches will 

be encouraged to be involved.  
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• Celebrations will track around the world from New 

Zealand to Scotland and will be recorded by video 

and transmitted to the Conference and 

celebrations by satellite/skype. All Branches will 

be encouraged to be involved.  

 

• AGM/Conference; Edinburgh (where IFE was 

founded) 

 

• Ideas welcome! 



Thank you 

 

Martin Shipp 

Technical Development Director, Fire Safety 

T:  +44 (0) 1923 664960   F:  +44 (0) 1923 664910 

E:  shippm@bre.co.uk     W:  www.bre.co.uk/fire 

BRE Global, Garston, Watford WD25 9XX, UK 

 

IFE: 

http://www.ife.org.uk/ 
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