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To understand a
problem It IS necessary
to define It.
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But how to obtain
Information about all
heritage fires ?




Problems of Obtaining Reliable
Statistics (1):

A There are N0 uniform European fire statistics

A (There is little reliable official fire information outside UK and
weden)

A Many countries publish no data at all

A UK statistics are generally accepted as most reliable,
but even they do not include anything specific on
historic buildings

A The problem was identified in 1986 by the FPA but
despite efforts by Historic Scotland, English Heritage
and National Trusts little has been done



Problems of Obtaining Reliable
Statistics (2):
A Fire brigade data is based on use to which
building Is put - ie dwelling, school, office,

factory. The FDR1 Report Form does not
Include specific category of listed building

A Volunteer fire brigades (in much of Europe) do
not provide authenticated data

AThere may Dbe an el ement
embarrassment implicit in under reporting

A Fire Is not coordinated by a single EU DG and
there appears to be little interest in fire safety
from Brussels (but see below for COST 17)



Thereodos not
about fires In
herltage buildings
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English Examples:

A York Minster
A 1463
A 1648
A 1877
A 1984

A Hampton Court
A 1882
A 1886
A 1986

A Windsor Castle
A 1853
A 1992

Nor is it true to say that the problem was not been
l denti fied unti | Hampt on
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Mr Insall later
served as an
assessor on
the Bailey
Enquiry after
the Windsor
Castle fire




So what data I1s available ? (1)

A In England, various estimates* suggest:

A One total loss of building of international importance
each year (Grade | building)

A One loss of building of national importance every four
months (Grade II*)

A One loss of building of regional/local importance every
six weeks (Grade Il/unlisted)

A At least 12 listed buildings lost each year

A Probably 50 - 80 fires in buildings in conservaton areas

A At least 20 churches destroyed or seriously damaged
each year

A At least 20 listed buildings which are empty or derelict
destroyed each year

* FPA, English Heritage, NT



